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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

As the months of the school year dwindled, our 
calendars were filled with field days, class trips, 
concerts and a myriad of activities that mark the end 
of the school year. Our seniors have made final 
decisions about plans after high school and 
teachers, guidance counselors and administrators 
have helped them along the way.  Graduation was 
held on June 18, and it was my pleasure to address 
our seniors and their families as they celebrated this 
milestone. As they prepare for the next step in life’s 
journey, we hope they depart Hillsborough High 
School with fond memories. 
 
We recognized our retirees at the June 11, 2018, 
meeting of the Board of  Education.  It was an honor 
to highlight these dedicated staff members and 
teachers who have served our students for close to 
500 combined years. That number is always 
staggering to me, and one I enjoy sharing.  I have so 

much admiration for all of our teachers who guide 
and impact the lives of our students over their 
careers in our schools.  On behalf of administration 
and the Board of Education, I wish all of our 
retirees health and happiness in the future. 
 
Our schools are busy throughout the summer with 
the start of the Extended School Year in early July, 
Summer Enrichment, English as a Second 
Language Summer Program, and athletic and band 
camps.  Teachers will attend summer institutes and 
write curriculum in preparation for the start of 
school in September.  Don’t forget to visit the 
district website for summer reading and summer 
assignments!   
 
Schools reopen on Tuesday, September 6, 2018.  
Click here for the 2018-2019 school calendar. 
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Sheila Cooper 

It’s Summertime...and You Want Me to Read? 
 
On the last day of school, in the third week of June, 
a school bell rings. The school’s doors are flung 
open, and students rush out, waving goodbye to 
their teachers and friends, and heading home to 
start the well-deserved summer vacation. Everyone 
dreams about long days of playing outside, 
swimming, barbecuing and reading. Wait! What?  
Reading...I thought school just ended. Why do I 
have to read? 
 
This may be a question you are asking as well… 
“Why do students need to read over the summer? 
They have just finished 10 months of learning, and 
their brains are tired!” 
 
Summer reading, in all its various formats, does 
serve several important functions, and is therefore, 
an important part of the summer routine.  
 

For less proficient readers, spending time reading, 
and being read to, helps to solidify the growth they 
have made during the school year. Without this 
exposure to text, some students could experience 
what researchers call, “summer slide” or “summer 
setback” (Heyns 1978). This type of setback may 
have a student reading from two months to as 
much as one year behind where s/he left off in 
June, and that is if s/he was reading on grade level 
to begin with!   
 
So, how do we combat this decline in reading 
ability? Simple...read. In a 2004 Harvard Graduate 
School of Education study, James Kim found that 
reading four to five books over the summer could 
prevent this backward slide in reading levels.  
According to University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
professor and very well-known reading researcher 
Richard Allington, for students reading below grade 
level, reading a few more books, could be just as 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Amsterdam School is proud of its many 
accomplishments during the 2017-2018 school 
year. As the end of the year drew near, 
students were engaged in active learning and 
experiencing several exciting, culminating 
special events. 

 
The 3rd grade transformed history into life at 
our Living Wax Museum. Prior to this event, 
each 3rd grade student chose a famous person 
who made an impact on today’s society. The 
student choices consisted of athletes, 
scientists, thinkers, peacemakers, presidents, 
entertainers, authors, politicians, entrepreneurs 
and many more. Once a student made his/her 
choice and it was approved by the classroom 
teacher, he/she began the research. The 
student’s goal was to become that “face in 
history.” Once the museum opened, students 
transformed into their roles and captivated us 
all with their knowledge, poise and costumes. 
Parents, students and district administrators 
attended this exceptional event. 

 
U n i c o r n s , 
al iens, and 
giants! Oh My! 
A m s t e r d a m 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School’s annual 
visiting author 
event was a 
l i v e l y  a n d 
engaging day 

for students, staff, and this year’s author, Mr. 
Bruce Coville. Students and teachers dressed 
up as his book characters and our school was 
full of unicorn and alien headbands, and even 
unicorn shoes to welcome Bruce Coville. With 
over 100 children’s books published, from 
picture books to chapter books, Bruce Coville’s 

fantasy stories appeal to a wide range of 
reading interests. Part of his visit included 
autographing almost 200 books for 
students, teachers, and classrooms! He 
even signed a book from a 1st grade 
student who brought in her mother’s signed 
copy of The Foolish Giant from when she 
was a child. His presentations included 
hilarious storytelling of his published books 
and drafts, and students enjoyed seeing 
him act out the characters as he leaped on 
stage and climbed onto chairs. In addition to 
his presentations, he also met the student 
winners of the 3rd and 4th grade writing 
contest. These lucky and talented writers 
not only had lunch with Bruce Coville, but 
also had the opportunity to ask him 
questions about his writing, and even 
shared parts of their own stories with him. 
Amsterdam School was honored to host the 
author of such popular books, such as My 
Teacher is an Alien, Jeremy Thatcher, 
Dragon Hatcher, and The Enchanted Files. 
So many of our students ended the day with 
some great books and series to read this 
summer. It is thanks to the support of ASHA 
that we are able to have such engaging and 
meaningful days as these. 
 
One of our highlighted special events took 
place in June. We held our Annual Locks of 
Love Assembly run by Mrs. Caudill, 4th 
grade teacher. With a generous spirit, 19 
students, two teachers, two former students 
and one parent made the “cut” by donating 
at least 12 inches of hair to benefit Wigs for 
Kids. This non-profit organization makes 
wigs for ill children out of human hair. 
Graciously, the beauticians from Hair Plus 
donated their time to cut the participants 
hair. In addition, the community of 
Amsterdam School collected $1,100 for this 
wonderful cause. Amsterdam School’s 
donations helped to make children happy! 
Seeing students and friends give selflessly 
of themselves to help others warms 
everyone’s heart. This community program 
teaches so many life lessons and helps 
countless children feel good about 
themselves. Amsterdam School is proud to 
host this annual assembly and of all 
participants… past, present and future. 

Another annual event that took place 
was our Fourth Grade Day. ASHA 
planned a special day at Hillsborough 
Racquetball Club centered on team 
building and a central theme. This year’s 
theme was Star Wars! This special gift 
from ASHA is greatly appreciated by the 
children, staff and parents. As our 4th 
grade students move on to ARIS, we 
wish them success and know “the force 
will be with them!” 
 

Thank you to all the members of the 
Amsterdam School community who 
helped to make this a successful school 
year filled with many memories. We 
hope everyone has a happy, healthy 
summer and we will see you in 
September! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

beloved books with their classmates and 
those in other grades. Judging by their 
smiling faces as they carried "new" books 
back to their classrooms, the book swap 

was a huge 

success. 

 

A f t e r  w h a t 
seemed to be 
months of rain, 
what could be 
described as the 
most beautiful 
day this spring 
gave us the 
perfect weather 
for our school-
wide Field Day, 
held on May 24, 
and what an 
amazing day it 
was! Students 

participated in active stations including 
relays, throwing games, water games, and 
cooperation activities, and the 3rd and 4th 
grades participated in a tug of war. The 
theme for the stations this year was 
Traveling the United States. It was a 
fantastic day for everyone. Thank you to the 
parents who helped out with this event. It 
could not be done without the volunteers 
and staff, who kept hundreds of elementary 
students moving from start to finish. A 
special thank you to Mr. Citarella for 
providing the music and sound which kept 
the students dancing and singing all day 

long. 

 

Mrs. Rutz and Mr. Jenkins kept the Star 
spirit going with two more annual favorites, 
Tiny Town and Golf Town. Students in 
grades K-2 visited a small town created by 
the P.E. staff, where they travel on “hot-rod” 
scooters to various shops and stations. 
Each student was provided a bag with 
pretend money to spend in Tiny Town. 
Students had the opportunity to travel 
through a drive-thru car wash, pet shop, 
movie theater, video arcade, fishing hole, 
mini golf, and bowling alley. Of course, 
there were the town necessities including 
the gas station and bank. The 3rd and 4th 
grade students were the Tiny Town 

After a long and rainy spring, summer finally 
arrived, which gave the HES TP class the 
opportunity to go on a nature walk where they 
used their writing skills to find diagraphs in the 
words that described the beauty of nature that 
surrounded them, used descriptive language, 
and wrote poetry. What a wonderful way to 

bring literacy and nature together! 

 

On May 31, HES held 
our annual Multicultural 
Assembly with students 
performing dances and 
songs related to their 
cultural backgrounds. 
HES proudly represents 
many cultures, religions 
and ethnicities. Thank 
you to Mrs. Betty Borto 

and Mrs. Cassandra Shannon for their hard 
work in coordinating these events. Over 40 
students participated in the Multicultural Show 
displaying their varied cultural backgrounds 
through singing in Hindi, Malayalam, Polish, 
Greek, Mandarin, Korean, Spanish, 
Vietnamese, and more. The HES Stars also 
enjoyed the global connection fostered as they 
shared soccer skills celebrating this year’s 
World Cup. We all smiled in the same language 

that day! 

 

HES is very proud of the girls who participated 
in iRun this year. Focusing on self-affirming 
attitudes and behaviors, the girls learned ways 
to improve their fitness of the mind, body, and 
soul. After months of preparation, on June 2 
they participated in a 5K (The HOP sponsored 
by the YMCA) that was also the culminating 
celebration of everything they had learned this 
year. Congratulations to the iRun girls for a 
great end to all of their hard work! Thank you to 

Mrs. Hopson and the iRun coaches! 

 

HES held its biggest Book Swap ever on June 
15. There is little that young learners like more 
than getting a new book! HES Stars 
participated in a school-wide book swap where 
they brought from home books they had 
finished and had the opportunity to swap them 
out for new books brought in by their peers. 
Every student left with at least one “certified, 
pre-owned” book, and they had a great time 
building up interest in reading as they shared 

proprietors, working the stations, 
enforcing traffic patterns, and assisting 
the younger students in counting coins, 
making change, and participating in 
each activity. This was a great peer 
learning experience for all! Since all 
hardworking citizens also needed some 
recreation, our 3rd and 4th graders also 
went to visit Golf Town, which was an 
18-hole mini-golf course. Students 
learned golf terms such as par and 
birdie and also learned how to keep 

score. 

 

Thank you to the veterans and current 
members of the military who risk all to 
keep democracy and our citizens safe. 
On Flag Day this year, HES students 
learned about the importance and 
symbolism of the US flag, and our 
special guests spoke to the students 
about their experiences and the 
importance of seeking peaceful 
solutions to conflict. Many veterans 
ranging from parents, grandparents, and 
great-grandparents attended the 
ceremony sitting on stage alongside the 
student who invited them to school. 
Each veteran had the opportunity to 
share a few words with the students and 
staff. As an extra treat to further 
enhance this important message, was 
the performance by members of the 
Hillsborough High School choral 
program, which led the students and 
attendees in beautifully performed 

patriotic songs. 

 

STAR 99.1, a local radio station, is 
running a campaign called Cheer for 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

Copen. All students were engaged in 
the completion of a chick craft with 
their parents and were able to hold the 
chicks. It was such an exciting and fun 
way to culminate the Chick Hatching 
Unit.   
 

REACH 
The REACH classroom at Sunnymead 
School is a dynamic learning 
environment. It effectively engages 
students in grades 1 through 4 in 
active, hands-on learning experiences. 
It develops higher-order thinking 
through questioning and problem-
solving activities. Our 4th grade 
students followed the Engineering 
Design Process as they imagined, 
planned, created and improved 
bridges according to specific criteria. 
Third grade students employed 
concepts related to simple and 
compound machines as they 
manipulated objects in order to create 
chain reactions much like those in the 
Rube Goldberg-like cartoons they 
drew. As our 2nd graders dug up and 
assembled authentic fossils in a 
simulated "dig" and then again 
assembled dinosaur "skeletons" from 
paper "fossils," they were active 
problem-solvers in the science of 
paleontology. 
 
 
 

Reading Olympics 
To celebrate Dr. Seuss's birthday 
Sunnymead students participated in a 
Reading Olympics. Students in 
kindergarten through 2nd grade competed 
in the categories off character traits, 
setting, problem/solution, making 
connections, and identifying genre. 
Students in grades 3 and 4 competed in 
the categories of character traits, making 
inferences, writing summaries, finding 
figurative language, and identifying theme. 
After three weeks of reading and turning 
in response slips, Mrs. Levinski's 4th 
grade class won gold, Mrs. Stack's 3rd 
grade class won silver, and Mrs. Renz's 
2nd grade class secured the bronze. To 
wrap up Read Across America Day, 
students were treated to the annual 
Reader's Theater where they rotated 
throughout the gymnasium and heard 
stories told by Mrs. Wynkoop, Mr. 
Dlugacz, Mrs. Riveles, and Mrs. 
Marquardt. In each area of the gym, they 
were transported to the story's setting via 
sets built by WIN students and teachers. 

 
Chick Day 
The kindergarten 
s t u d e n t s  a t 
S u n n y m e a d 
S c h o o l 
participated in 
our 5th Annual 
“Chick Day.” All 
o f  t h e 
kindergarteners 
and their parents 

were able to participate in this exciting 
event where we celebrated the successful 
hatching of our chicks. During Chick Day, 
students sang two Spanish songs: “Los 
Pollitos Dicen Pio Pio Pio” and “Mi Pollito 
Amarillito” led by Señora Lewis, their 
Spanish teacher. They then performed the 
Chicken Dance led by their classroom 
teachers, Mrs. Friel, Mrs. Risoli, and Mrs. 

First Grade 
Sunnymead first graders were very 
busy this spring. All school subjects 
have been very exciting! In Science, 
students learned all about the life 
cycle of a butterfly. While learning 
about the complete metamorphosis, 
students read nonfiction texts to gain 
knowledge. 
 
Each student had the opportunity to 
observe their caterpillar transform into 
a chrysalis and butterfly. Throughout 
the unit, students were able to keep 
observation journals of the life cycle. 
Students were able to learn the body 
parts of an insect, butterfly habitats 
and various different species. The 
culminating activity was a butterfly 
release. Students observed their 
butterflies as they were released from 
the classroom! 
 
The 1st grade students were also 
excited for the Star Lab to visit so 
they could learn all about stars. We 
are thankful for the parent volunteers 
who made this event possible. 
Students also enjoyed our trip to the 
Princeton Art Museum and Outdoor 
Education Day! The first grade 
teachers would like to thank all of the 
parents and the school community for 
their help and support throughout the 
school year. It has been a fantastic 
year growing and learning together! 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Wow! It’s hard to believe the school 
year is over! Every year during the  
winter, the warm weather seems like 
it will never be here! At Triangle 
School, we ended the school year 
with a bang! 
 
Our fantastic 4th grade students 
performed in their final music show 
at Triangle School on May 23. We 
will miss these wonderful students 
and their beautiful voices next year!  
 
We held our annual school-wide fun 
day on Friday, June 1, and really 
lucked out with the weather. The 
rain held off, and students were able 
to enjoy most of their outdoor 
activities, and celebrated the 
beginning of the end of the school 
year. 

Each grade level wore shirts of a 
different color and participated in 
many fun activities assisted by 
the many wonderful parents who 
volunteered to help! 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to 
wish our outgoing 4th graders the 
best of luck next year at Auten 
Road School. We will miss them! 
 

T r i a ng l e  S cho o l . . . . . .  i t ’ s 
GRRRRRREAT!!! 



Woodfern School’s Annual Multicultural 
Week ran from May 29 to June 1, 2018, 
and was organized by Mrs. DeGaris and 
Mrs. Donoghue, ESL teachers, and Ms. 
Kang, World Language teacher. The 
activities and events began early with a 
Chinese Acrobat Assembly on Tuesday, 
May 22. All four performers were here from 
China and one was only 13-years-old! The 
students and staff were amazed at the 

daunting acrobatic performance!  

 

Official festivities kicked off Tuesday, May 
29. Mr. Joe Dugan, 2nd grade teacher, 
designed the Multicultural Week banner 
decorated by students. 
The beautiful Diversity 
Quilt displayed in the 
hallway represented each 
family’s culture. Students 
took home a colored 
piece of construction 
paper to create an 
individual piece of the 
quilt. More than half of 
Woodfern  s tuden ts 
participated in this fun 

project!  

 

In honor of Multicultural 
Week, the morning 
announcements were 
conducted in Chinese, 
Spanish, Hindi, Punjabi 
and Bengali during the 
week of May 29 -June 1. 
Tuesday morning began 
w i t h  a n  o p e n i n g 
ceremony. A vibrant 
paper torch was passed 
from class to class as 
each class added a 

signed class streamer. 

 

There were many cultural 
activities throughout the 

week. On Wednesday, more than one 
third of students came to school 
dressed in authentic clothing that 
represented their native country and 

culture.  

 

On Thursday, staff was treated to a 
delicious international potluck lunch.  
There was a wide array of ethnic food 

that was enjoyed by all!   

 

On Friday, Mrs. Lisa Reifschneider, 
music teacher, provided music from 
different countries. Music was played 
during all lunches as students 

appreciated the diversity of the 

worldwide soundtrack. 

 

Multicultural Week concluded with 
a closing announcement at the 
end of the school day on Friday. 
Woodfern  Schoo l  en joyed 
celebrating cultural diversity and 
awareness through the activities 
and events. Students were 
enriched by learning about 
d i f ferent  cul tu res  th rough  
mean ingfu l  and engag ing 

experiences. 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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I hope you and your family enjoy the summer months! 

Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

As the end 2017-2018 school year came 
to an end, I was reminded of what a 
productive year of learning it has 
been. Our children have grown in their 
academic skills, made new friends, and 
created fond memories that I hope will be 

with them for a lifetime. 

  

On behalf of the teaching and support 
staff of Woods Road, I would like to thank 
you for continuing to support your child’s 
efforts. The staff has done an outstanding 
job of supporting our students and 
parents. I am enormously proud of the 
accomplishments of our students and 
faculty. Family support is instrumental in 
our success. Special thanks to our 
energetic and supportive HSA. Without 
their dedication and commitment, many 
activities would not have been 
possible. Thank you to everyone who 
gave their time, talents, and treasures to 
support and improve our school. We could 
not possibly operate without the support of 
our parents and volunteers who give with 

a generous loving heart. 

 

W i t h  t h e 
w e a t h e r 
typically getting 
nicer, May was 
the month for 
our first and 3rd 
grade art field 
trips.  First 
grade visited the 
Princeton Art 
Museum and 
th i rd  grade 
explored the 
b e a u t i f u l 
Grounds For 
Sculpture in 

Hamilton.  These visits were a wonderful 
opportunity for students to see two and 
three dimensional artwork outside of the 
classroom and get up close to the real 
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thing.  Students 
are challenged 
t o  h a v e 
t h o u g h t f u l 
dialogue about 
speci f ic  ar t 
works by using 
the knowledge 
and rhetoric 
t h e y  h a v e 

learned up until this point.   

 

During the Princeton Art Museum visit, 
1st grade split up into two groups with 
the first two classes given a structured 
tour of several galleries in the museum 
led by professional docents. This year, 
students were able to see Frank Stella 
Unbound, a series of bold and bright 
abstract prints inspired by literature in 
addition to some of the more 
permanent works we always enjoy 
such as Monet’s Water Lilies  with the 
iconic Japanese bridge.  The other two 
classes were provided a tour of the 
sculpture garden led by Mrs. Banker. 
During this tour, students  analyzed 
four outdoor sculptures and discussed 
how the artists took into consideration 
factors such as weather and 
surrounding environment on how the 
artwork is interpreted. Our first graders 
had fun sketching the cast bronze One 
of a Pair Tigers by Bruce Moore and 
climbing through the Oval with Two 

Points by  Henry Moore.    

 

Third grade students explored the 
Grounds For Sculpture with the help of 
a fun scavenger hunt as they 
navigated the vast col lection.  
Students enjoyed the larger-than-life 
works and the way founder and artist 
Seward Johnson transports visitors 
into many famous two dimensional 
paintings by creating them in three 
dimensional form. Additionally, 3rd 

graders were able to sketch their 
favorite works and had fun seeing the 
many live peacocks that frequent the 

grounds.   

 

As part of an annual tradition, Woods 
Road 4th grade students took the 
lead on a community service project 
under the direction of Mrs. Falone 
and parent, Mrs. Weintraub. This 
y e a r ’ s  p r o j e c t  w a s 
a fundraising drive. The drive resulted 
in donations of socks being sent to 
the nonprofit organization The Joy of 
Sox, and plastic forks, knives, and 
spoons to the Samaritan Homeless 
In te r im  Prog ram (SHIP)  in 

Somerville.   

 

On June 14, we celebrated Flag Day 
with our annual ceremony. Students 
sang patriotic songs such as My 
Country Tis of Thee, 50 Nifty, Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, and Proud to be an 
American to name a few. This day 
also served as a wrap-up celebration 
of our character education study of 
Citizenship.  Check out our pictures 
posted on twitter https://twitter.com/

WildcatsWrs. 

  

Along with Flag Day celebrations, 
other special events took place 
during the month of June including 
WRS Field Day and Fourth Grade 

Day, 

 

Finally, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to our graduating 4th grade 
students who are now moving up to 
A u t e n  R o a d  I n t e r m e d i a t e 
School.  Good luck! Please continue 
to make us proud, and always 
remember, “Show character each 

day, it’s the Wildcat Way!” 

  

Woods Road School….is Cool! 

https://twitter.com/wildcatswrs?lang=en
https://twitter.com/wildcatswrs?lang=en


Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Thathappa, Christian Armento, Mia Morris, 
Marissa Panchery, Madison Swearengin, 
Madeleine Cihon, Cora Durso, Scarlett 
Bottone, Ava Bottone, Ria Mukherjee, 
Payton DeLuca, Kylie Hauser, Julia 
Toledo, Kendall Balas, Thomas Walega, 
Ashley Bevacqua, Alexandra Kuzian, 

Amanda Abbruzze, and Sofia Salonna. 

 

Thank you also to the ARIS staff for their 
time and support: Ms. Bryan-Ashwell, Ms. 
Battikha, Mrs. Cavaliere, Mr. Corr, Mrs. 
Ferretti, Mrs. Furtis, Mrs. Hurley, Mr. 
Jensen, Ms. Lavell, Ms. Moltane, Ms. 
Morgan, Mrs. Newman, Mrs. Pizzigoni, 

Mrs Pahoulis and Ms. Young. 

 

Fifth Graders Celebrate “Travel 
Through Time” Day!  

On May 29, 5th 
graders were sent 
back in time to 
experience life in 
the 1700s and 
1800s. Throughout 
the day students 

rotated through different stations taught by 
our talented staff and guest lecturers from 
the Museum of Early Trades and Crafts 
(Madison, NJ) including: drafting of 
si lhouettes, cross -sti tching, and 

constructing whirligigs.   

 

In addition to the activities throughout the 
day, students and teachers also discussed 
what life was like in the 1700s and 1800s 
for women, Native Americans and people 
of African descent. It was our hope that 
ARIS students would be inspired by how 
people of this time period persevered with 
the assistance of helpers in the 

community.   

 

Musical Performances at ARIS – 
Congratulations to all of our 5th and 6th 
grade musicians for truly wonderful 
performances this spring. Thank you also 
to Mr. Angelone, Ms. Chaya, Ms. 
Lansberry, Ms. Petrucelli, and Ms. Strunk 
for allowing our students to showcase their 

musical skills and abilities!  

M i n i - R a i d e r 
Shark Tank   

On May 10, 
Auten Road 
hosted its 2nd 
annual “Mini-
Raider” Shark 

Tank Event! The evening event had 20 
student exhibits that focused on developing an 
invention to “Help Someone.” At the 
conclusion of the evening, three exhibits were 
selected for the Shark Tank Finale. 
Congratulations to all of our students who 
participated in the event. A special 
congratulations to Hannah Herterich, Vandana 
Iyer, and Maia Cinca with the “Seat-Pack,” 
Julia Sauers with the “I-Dog,” and Sonia Ray 
and Tvisha Faria with the “B-well-daily.” Thank 
you to everyone who participated and also to 
those who came out in support of their fellow 

classmates.  

 

Auten Road Gives Back Talent Show  

On March 14, ARIS hosted its Annual Variety 
Show. Along with a truly amazing cast of 
performers, donations to attend the show 
raised just over $800 which was donated to 
BoroSAFE. Congratulations to all of our 
student performers and helpers: Nora Jurczak, 
Zara Khokhar, Zanna Negami, Nicholas 
Henderson, Gabrielle Hamilton, Abhay Rao, 
Himani Kharod, Cora Durso, Ria Chandola, 
Khamyya Hall, Khushi Desai, Promit 
Mukhopadhyay, Ritvi Patel, Maggie Harding, 
Elise Harvey, Aliyah Merchant, Laurina Guo, 
Grace Duralek, Alyssa Murphy, Gianna 
Coniglio, Ryan Nurse, Jenna Scarpa, Jiya 
Purandare, Vivek Nagarajan, Divya Thakar, 
Stuthi Vedala, Ariel Griffith, Patrick Irwin, 
Marco Deltoro, Jake Susan, Tommy Rice, 
Sonya Ponce, Max Chan, Frederick Park, 
Maya Ponce, Marissa McPartland, Chay Vyas, 
Mackenzie Anderson, Jasleen Assal Krish 
Nambiar, Shravan Prasanth, Nicole Michael, 
Ishika Dhawan, Sravya Cheruvu, Skyla Vera, 
Yuvraj Goel, Diya Bhagat, Treshawn 

ARIS Earns Award for Hillsborough 
HOP 5K Run   

On Saturday, June 2, many of our 5th 
and 6th graders participated in the annual 
Hillsborough YMCA 5K.  For the fifth time 
in seven years, Auten Road had the 
highest participation rate which earned 
our school the "Hoppy" award. 
Congratulations to all of our students and 

staff who participated!   

 

Annual 6th Grade Field Trip to Forest 
Lodge – On June 13, the entire 6th 
grade class visited Forest Lodge 
(Warren, NJ) as a part of a year-end 
class trip/team building event. The trip 
was a huge success and students and 
staff had an enjoyable time playing 
cooperative games/sports, swimming, 
and spending time with friends. On behalf 
of the entire faculty and staff at ARIS, we 
wish our 6th graders a safe and enjoyable 
summer and much success next school 

year at Hillsborough Middle School!  

 

HSA Sponsored Carnival – On June 12, 
all students at ARIS were treated to a 
year-end Carnival, provided by the Auten 
Road Home and School Association.  
Thank you again to our parent volunteers 
and the Home and School Association for 
this truly wonderful day of fun and 

celebration!   

 

ARIS Night with the Somerset Patriots 
- On June 15, the ARIS Jazz Band 
performed a collection of songs prior to 
the start of the game at Somerset 
Patriots ballpark. ARIS students Hannah 
Herterich and Katelyn Meek, from Ms. 
Januik’s homeroom, threw out the first 
pitch.  Congratulations to our students 
and thank you to all who came out to the 

game to show your support!     

 

On behalf of the entire faculty and staff at 
Auten Road, we wish everyone a safe 

and enjoyable summer! 
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Shrek the Musical! 

Earlier this spring, the HMS Musical 
Theater Troupe performed Shrek, the 
Musical to rave reviews. The 
ensemble cast was led by Jason 
Spinrad as Shrek and Kelly Irwin as 
Fiona, along with MJ Baker as 
Donkey and Aidan Neuberger as Lord 
Farquaad. Over a hundred students 
took part in the production, working 
behind the scenes on stage crew, 
costumes, make-up, sound and 
lighting, in addition to all of the 
talented actors/singers in the chorus 
and cast on stage under the direction 
of Mrs. Barbara Szabo and the 
musicians in the pit band under the 
direction of Mrs. Ciji Coates. Special 
thanks to the host of volunteers and 
supporting staff members that helped 
make this year’s musical another 
grand success. 

 

Eighth Grade Class Trip 

Hillsborough Middle School concluded 
the year with another fun-filled 8th 
grade class trip to historic Gettysburg, 
PA and Hershey Park. This year’s trip 
involved over 550 students, teachers, 
and parent chaperones for the two-
day adventure. At Gettysburg National 
Military Park, students toured the 
museum featuring the largest 
collection of civil war relics in America 
along with the Gettysburg Cyclorama 

that dramatically depicts “Pickett’s 
Charge,” and an IMAX film entitled “A 
New Birth of Freedom,” on the 
American Civil War, the significance 
of the Battle of Gettysburg, and 
Lincoln’s address to the nation that 
founded Gettysburg as a national 
memorial. National Park Rangers 
accompanied students on guided 
tours of the park grounds bringing 
the events from 1863 back to life. 

 

From Gettysburg, we arrived at our 
hotel where students dressed up for 
an evening dinner-dance celebration. 
The next day brought a hearty 
breakfast and a short ride to Hershey 
Park for a day of roller coasters and 

rides, arcade games, visits to 
Chocolate World and lounging in the 
newly expanded water park. The 
HMS class of 2018 enjoyed a great 
trip that forged lasting memories, 
friendships, and so much more.  

 

 



As we wrap up the 2017-2018 school year, 
there are many things to celebrate at 
Hillsborough High School, as our students 
and staff continue to excel in so many 

ways. 

 

Congratulations to Shridhar Parthasarathy, 
who has been accepted as a New Jersey 
Governor's School Scholar for the 31st 
New Jersey Governor's School in the 
Sciences to be held at Drew University 
from July 8 to July 28, 2018. Shridhar will 
be one of a group of outstanding high 
school juniors from all parts of the state 
who have been chosen to participate in the 
program, where he will work collaboratively 
with other students, counselors, and faculty 
members on high-level studies in the 

sciences. 

 

In March, senior Diana Voronin was invited 
to attend the National Award Ceremony for 
Aspirations in Computing sponsored by the 
National Center for Woman and 
Informational Technology (NCWIT) and 
Bank of America. Diana is one of 41 young 
women picked from over 3,700 applicants 

for this honor. 

 

Social studies teacher Robert Fenster has 
been selected for the Reese Teacher 
Fellowship. Fellows were “selected on the 
basis of their project’s potential to enrich 
high school curriculum based on an 
interdisciplinary connection between 
American art and another subject topic by 
using primary sources from the Crystal 
Bridges Library’s Rare Book and Archives 
collections.” Mr. Fenster will be spending a 
month this summer at Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, with access to the art and library 
special collections at Crystal Bridges and 
the University of Arkansas. His work will 
primarily involve the Hudson River school 
of artists who focused on many of the 
same themes as the transcendentalists in 

the 19th century. 

 

The Princeton and Trenton Sections of 
the American Chemical Society has 
named HHS Special Education/Chemisty 
teacher, Mrs. Anjana Iyer, as the recipient 
of the 2018 Outstanding High School 
Chemistry Teacher Award, representing 
the Princeton Section. Award winners 
“exemplify the attributes of an outstanding 
teacher and [the ACS is] pleased to 
recognize [Mrs. Iyer’s] contributions to 
[her] students, [her] profession and to 
chemistry.” Mrs. Iyer was presented with 
a plaque and monetary award at the May 
meeting of the American Chemical 

Society. 

 

On Friday, April 27, the HHS Concert 
Choir, Mixed Chorale, and Women’s 
Chorale, under the direction of Ms. 
Julianna LoBiondo, competed in the 
WorldStrides Heritage Music Festival in 
Montreal, Canada. HHS students were 
competing against approximately 600 
students from various states, territories, 
and provinces. All three of the choirs 
scored above 95 points (a “Gold/Superior” 
rating) and each earned an “Adjudicator 
Award,” where the judges handpicked 
their favorite top-scoring ensembles. HHS 
freshman, Sabrina Schubert, won the 
distinguished “Maestro Award” for her 
impressive soprano solo in the piece, “I 
Choose Love” by Mark A. Miller. Last, but 
not least, HHS Choirs took the “Choral 
Sweepstakes” award for having the two 
highest scoring ensembles. These 
achievements have led to additional 

honors. All three choirs have been invited 
to perform in the WorldStrides Gold 
Festival in 2019 as well as participate with 
the National Youth Choir in the festival at 
Carnegie Hall. While traveling, the choirs 
also performed small concerts in Notre-
Dame Basilica and Saint Joseph’s 
Oratory of Mount Royal (Montreal) and 
participated in a workshop with world-
renowned conductor Dr. Janet Galvan at 

Ithaca College of Music (New York). 

 

Eniola Aramide, a sophomore student in 
Dr. Robert Weber’s class, and Kennedy 
Taylor, a junior student in Ms. Karen 
Randazzo’s class, were selected as 
recipients of the Freddie and Ada Brown 
Encouragement Award. This award 
recognizes high achievement in high 
school chemistry and encourages African 
American students to further develop their 
academic skills toward a career in the 
chemical sciences. The award consists of 
a plaque, book, and monetary prize, 

(Continued on page 12) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings Page 10 Hillsborough Happenings 



Page 11 Hillsborough Happenings 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein (cont.) 

b e a c h ,  g o  o n 
v a c a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
amusement parks, or 

have outdoor fun.  

 

We would also like to 
r e c o g n i z e  a n d 
celebrate our beloved 
staff members who 
retired this year. 
Thank you to lunch 
aide Linda Willard and 
school psychologist 
Ramona Lloyd. These 
two wonderful staff 
m e m b e r s  h a v e 
contributed so much 

to HES and have been a wonderful 
resource for our students. Although we will 
miss them, we wish them new adventures 
under starry skies that always remind them 

of their days at HES! 

 

With the help of the outstanding HES HSA, 
the HES community raised enough money 
to begin the process of building a new 
playground. The May 1 Fun Run earned 
over $10,000! At the Character Counts 
Assembly, the students earned their 
reward for their efforts when they taped 
their principal to the wall. Showing how 
sweet they are and their Star character 

traits, many students offered to be the 
first to help her down, too. Knowing that it 
was all in fun, there was a lot of laughter 
and many silly jokes that made for a very 

enjoyable day. 

 

As summer arrives, Hillsborough 
Elementary says farewell to our 4th 
graders as they head off to Auten Road 
Intermediate School. They were 
celebrated on June 4 at our annual 
Fourth Grade Day, when the students 
went to the Branchburg Sports Complex 
for a day of fun and friendship. On the 
final day of school, the younger students 
held a “clap out” to acknowledge all the 
work of the older students and to wish 
them well at ARIS.  We hope that HES 
holds a special place in their hearts as 
they continue to grow-up in Hillsborough 
Township Public Schools. Through 
fundraising efforts by the HES-HSA, 
students were also treated to lunch and 
dessert. Overall, it was a wonderful way 

to celebrate the end of the school year! 

 

Have a great summer! See you in 

September! 

 

 

effective as summer school in increasing 
reading levels. 
 
What about for our older students—why 
should they read over the summer? For 
Hillsborough High School, the Whole School 
Choice Read provides a common text as a  
starting point for baseline formative 
assignments in the English classes as well 
as a common discussion point which starts 
the building of a learning community. 
 
All of the district summer reading work can 
be found on the Hillsborough Township 
Public School website. While there are no 
required reads for students entering grades 
two, three, or four, there is a list of books by 
color level, as per the Independent Reading 

Level Assessment (IRLA) score 
assigned to students based upon 
individual reading levels. 
 
We have provided a selection of website 
links for our incoming fifth and sixth 
grade students to peruse. The websites  
feature descriptions of appropriate book 
titles and while no specific books are 
required, students MUST select one 
book to read and will be responsible to 
complete a task in September focusing 
on their choices.    
 
Incoming seventh and eighth grade 
students must select one book from their 
grade’s list, and take notes on the book 
for a writing task, which will be given in 

September. There are also note taking 
templates provided to assist, if desired. 
 
Our incoming high schoolers will 
experience the Whole School Choice 
Read.  There are also  assignments for 
Honors and Advanced Placement 
levels outlined on the website. Specific 
instructions, including titles from which 
to choose and note taking tips are also 
provided. 
 
So, when the last bell rings and our 
students are heading home for the 
summer, have fun playing outside, 
swimming and barbecuing. But, grab a 
book and have fun reading too!  
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Ms. Sheila Cooper (cont.) 

Kids. Their mission is to brighten up the day of 
a child in the hospital as the summer 
approaches. Cards created by volunteers do 
not focus on a get well message but instead 
focus solely on making the children smile. 
Students at HES created positive cards for 
children at Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s 
Hospital and Children’s Specialized Hospital, 
donating an impressive 85 cards full of 
poems, jokes, compliments, and wishes for a 
happy summer. As excited as everyone is for 
summer, it was so touching to receive so 
many letters from students who realized some 
children don't have the privilege to go to the 

https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/
https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/2_to_4_reading_list/grade_k-4__suggested_list/
https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/5-6_reading_assignment/
https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/5-6_reading_assignment/
https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/7-8_reading_assignment/
https://www.htps.us/curriculum___instruction/2018_summer_assignments_grades_2-12/9-12_reading_assignment/
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Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

called "Around the Block." During the 
tour, the students learned how the 
Hispanic-Latin community built this 
neighborhood through art, food, music, 
and language. The tour was given in both 
English and Spanish, which exposed the 
students to a real-life experience that 

complemented what they learned in class. 

 

Based on their performance at last year’s 
local “Chemagination” competition 
sponsored by the Princeton/Trenton 
sections of the American Chemical 
Society, three teams from Hillsborough 
High School were invited to participate in 
the Middle Atlantic Regional Competition 
held at Lehigh University on June 3. For 
the competit ion, students first 
brainstormed how an innovation in 
chemistry might impact lives 25 years in 
the future. Each team then submitted a 
feature article along with a cover design 
appropriate for publ icat ion in 
ChemMatters, a high school science 
magazine. The articles were evaluated by 
several doctorate-level judges. The 
second phase of the competition was a 
poster presentation in which the students 
defended the underlying science of the 
innovation as they were interviewed by 
multiple judges.  Two of the teams won 
2nd place awards for their categories: “The 
Captivating Chemistry behind CRISPR” 
by seniors Ishita Agarwal, Melissa Sun, 
and Gabrielle Bogut in the Medicine/
Health category, and in the New Materials 
category, “The Grasp of Graphene” by 
juniors Roman Trevino, Curtis Chen, and 

Elias Winters.  

 

Mr. James McFarland, Health and 
Physical Education teacher at 
Hillsborough High School and coordinator 

of the HHS Raider Strength and 
Conditioning program, has been named 
the High School Strength and 
Conditioning Coach of the Year by the 
National Strength and Conditioning 
Association (NSCA). McFarland has 
been involved with eight collaborative 
research studies in youth exercise 
science with The College of New Jersey 
and has over 20 published works. He 
has been a speaker for the NSCA, an 
adjunct professor for The College of 
New Jersey in practical exercise 
science, serving on the NSCA New 
Jersey’s Advisory Board, NSCA High 
School Coaches Working Group, The 
Raritan Valley Community College (NJ) 
Exercise Science Committee, and he is 
the Northeast Kingdom Running Camp 
(VT) Strength and Conditioning Adviser.  
Congratulations to Mr. McFarland on this 

well-deserved recognition! 

 

On June 19, Hillsborough High School 
celebrated the graduation of 579 seniors 
in front of nearly 6,000 guests at the 
CURE Insurance Arena in Trenton, NJ. 
Speeches by valedictorian Iris Liu, 
salutatorian Ashley Yang, and class 
president Courtney Nielsen, as well as 
those  by  Pr inc ipa l  B inge r t , 
Superintendent Schiff, and Board 
President Haas, filled the afternoon 
ceremony with wonderful memories and 
important words of wisdom to guide the 
graduates to success in all of their future 
aspirations. Congratulations and good 

luck, Class of 2018! 

 

Best wishes to the entire Hillsborough 
High School Family for a wonderful 

summer.  See you in September! 

which were presented on Monday, May 21, 
2018, in the Mansion at Fairleigh Dickinson 

University. 

 

Senior Zachary Roth received the Betsy Niles 
Scholarship sponsored by the NJ Sharing 
Network Foundation, a $5,000 award given to 
a senior that has a connection to and has 
been an advocate for organ donation. As a 
result of his own brother’s death and the lives 
saved through donations of his brother’s 
organs, Zachary created the Donate Life 
Club at HHS and has embraced this worthy 

cause as one of his true callings in life. 

 

Under the coaching of Dr. Robert Weber, 
HHS science teacher, in the New Jersey 
Science League, freshman Rishabh Patel 
placed 4th in the state in the Chemistry 1 
testing (honors level); sophomore Alan Ji 
placed 8th in the state in the Chemistry 2 
testing (AP Level); the Chemistry 1 Team 
placed 16th in the state; and the Chemistry 2 
Team placed 13th in the state. These are 
outstanding results, especially in such a deep 
pool of participants (130 Chemistry 1 teams 
with 665 participants and 120 Chemistry 2 

teams with 523 participants). 

 

Students in Señorita Danielle DePirri and 
Señorita Ellen Weller's Spanish 2 classes 
worked in teams to create a video Survival 
Guide for Freshmen in lieu of a final exam. 
They identified topics that relate to HHS and 
to the school day that will make the transition 
to the High School smoother. Working in 
groups, they created original scripts and 
filmed their ideas. Videos included 
newscasts, music parodies, and mini-dramas 
that will be shown to the eighth graders who 
are taking Spanish as freshmen next year. 
Coming to the high school is an exciting 
experience, and these student-created 
resources will get the 8th graders excited to 

join the HHS community come September!   

 

On May 30, Señora Paola Kornspan and her 
AP Spanish students visited El Museo del 
Barrio in New York accompanied by Señorita 
Nicole Moretti and Señorita Ellen Weller. The 
trip was filled with culture and 
language. First, the students ate authentic 
Mexican food and then went on a guided tour 
of the neighborhood around the museum 



Page 13 Hillsborough Happenings 

Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Jul 23—Board of Education Meeting 
Aug 27—Board of Education Meeting 
Sep 4-5—Schools Closed (Inservice) 
Sep 6—First Day of School for Students 
Sep 10—Schools Closed 
Sep 17—Board of Education Meeting 
Sep 19—Schools Closed 
Sep 24—Board of Education Meeting 
 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  
School open house dates and Back to School Nights will be posted in August. 

 

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

because of our volunteers! A BIG 

THANK YOU to the following people: 

 

LIFE SKILLS 

Amsterdam: Jen Wilke and Craig 

Jeremiah 

HES:  Michele Amato 

Sunnymead: Michele DiPuma 

Triangle: Pam Vallone 

Woodfern: Dora Szep and Michelle 

Drab 

Woods Road: Amisha Malhotra 

 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

Amsterdam: Jennifer Tamang 

HES: Tammy Phelang 

Sunnymead: Michele DiPuma 

Triangle: Tamar Yarkoni 

Woodfern: Dora Szep 

Woods Road: Jessica Snowdon 

 

The power of volunteering has been 
documented for many decades and 
recent research is shedding even 
more light onto its surprising benefits. 
Science now proves what great 
leaders have known for some time: 
“He or she who serves almost always 
benefits more than he or she who is 

served.” 

 

Thank you and have a great summer! 

 

A THANK YOU to all the parents who have 
taken time this school year to volunteer for 
the Life Skills program and Red Ribbon 
Week. We are so fortunate in Hillsborough 
for the volunteerism that takes place. 
There are over 260 parent volunteers who 
help make both of these programs 
successful and touch the lives of our 
children with important life lessons. We are 
a better community and school district 

http://www.htps.us/
http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

